Online Adviser / Degree Audit System

A current challenge for Universities is implementing a degree audit system that fits their school.  In addition, providing additional functionality outside of basic degree audits such as online advising.  The goal of this software is to allow students and faculty to monitor the students’ progress towards graduation, and provide helpful advice along the way.  The projects design will be broken down into four components which revolve around how the students use the software, how the advisors use the software, how administrators manage the software, and how the information is stored in the database.

The software will hopefully replace or making easier some of the functions of the current advisors and administrators.  This functionality includes: suggesting courses, helping with major/minor changes, tracking degree progress, and approving changes or petitions.  The role of the human advisor will hopefully move away from these functions and towards helping the students plan career and academic goals, as well as forming personal mentoring bonds with the students.  No software can replace the value of face-to-face advisor interactions, but hopefully it will make the limited time students spend with their advisors more valuable and rewarding.  In addition, administrators at the university will be able to easily accomplish many tasks by the web interface including:  modifying the list of offered courses, modifying university and major requirements, approving petitions, overriding settings, and many other features.

The requirements for completion of the project are very small compared to purchasing a similar system that is not nearly as functional.  They include development of a relational model to store university requirements and the building of an easy to use web-based interface.

Contact:

Jonathan Emanuele – jde13@cornell.edu

Project Advisor

Professor Demers

Who we are looking for:  We have one spot available in Spring ’04 for a student with experience in web graphics / design.  If you are interested in this position and joining the team, then send a resume to Jonathan Emanuele.

